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Theodore grew up in New York City but he still managed to develop a strong appreciation for

nature. When he was still a boy, he created a natural history museum in his house, much to his

mother s dismay. It was often hard for Theodore to enjoy life to the fullest because he suffered from

asthma. In the summer of 1869 the Roosevelt family set off for a European vacation. Theodore s

father hoped that the sea air would help with his son s illness. All the Atlantic crossing did for

Theodore was to make him seasick. Later though, his time in the Alps did indeed make him feel

better and he decided that he would do everything he could to make his body stronger. Working to

be physically fit would be a lifelong endeavor for him from then on. When he grew up and became a

young man Theodore decided that he would, like his father, serve the people. He believed it was the

duty of the rich to look after the poor and he wanted to make laws that are fair to all citizens. He

went into politics for a while until his young wife died. Feeling much aggrieved, he headed out west

for a while. When he was ready he came back to the city and once again went into politics. He was



determined to route out graft and corruption and he did not care who he upset. Then in 1898 the

Spanish-American War began and Theodore took a leave of absence from his political job to

become a soldier. His unit was known as the Rough Riders and they performed with great courage.

Theodore came home a hero and not long after he became the governor of New York. In 1900 he

was given the job of being William McKinley s vice president. No one, least of Theodore, expected

that he would become the president but this is exactly what happened when the President McKinley

died after being shot by an assassin. Theodore was unlike any president who had ever been in the

White House. He passed a large number of laws which, among other things, protected workers, the

environment, and the public at large. He took on big business and he did not care whom he upset.

He supported the building of the Panama Canal and even traveled to Panama to see how the

construction was going.Ã‚Â  He was shot by an assassin but he still insisted on giving his

scheduled speech. He was indeed a very unique man. This excellent Graphic Library title not only

tells the story of one of America s most hardworking and charismatic presidents, but it also captures

the vibrant personality of Theodore Roosevelt, showing young readers that he was a truly

one-of-a-kind man. Readers who prefer illustration-rich books will be particularly taken with the

graphic novel type format used in this title. --Through the Looking Glass Childrens Book Review,

October

2007###########################################################################

###############################################################################

###############################################################################

###################### --Children's Literature Comprehensive Database, January

2007###########################################################################

###############################################################################

###############################################################################

###################### --Library Media Connection; Vol. 26, No. 2; Page 88, October 2007

--This text refers to the Unknown Binding edition.

Cynthia Martin has worked in comics and animation since 1983. Her credits include Star Wars,

Spider-Man, and Wonder Woman for Marvel Comics and DC Comics, in addition to work as a

storyboard artist for Sony Children's Entertainment and the Krislin Company. Cynthia's recent

projects include an extensive series of graphic novels for Capstone Press and two issues of Blue

Beetle for DC Comics. She also illustrated the book Alley of Shadows, published by Stone Arch

Books.



Written for children. Was seeking a good biography for an adult.

I bought this book for my 7-year old after he expressed some interest in learning about Teddy

Roosevelt. The book is a comic book-style story in four chapters that covers Roosevelt's life from

his childhood to his late life. There's a lot to cover so the book moves swiftly. There's a focus on

Roosevelt's beliefs in fairness, social equality, and conservation. The back includes a glossary,

index, and suggestions for further reading. This is a very informational resource for children and has

a good level of detail. The content would probably be difficult to understand for any child much

younger than 7 and would probably be too childish for children older than about 12.
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